
Exploring Key 7 Short Stories in AP English Literature 

AP English Literature courses often feature a selection of thought-provoking short stories that delve into 

various themes, character dynamics, and literary techniques. Here are some notable stories frequently 

studied in these courses, each accompanied by a brief summary and analysis to aid your understanding. 

Here are some classic short stories that are often studied in AP English Literature classes, along with 

summaries and analyses: 

1. "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson 

Summary: This story is set in a small town that holds an annual lottery with a shocking and violent twist.  

Themes: Tradition versus change, random persecution, and societal cruelty.  

Analysis: Jackson uses a calm, almost mundane tone to build suspense, culminating in a critique of blind 

adherence to tradition. 

2. "A Good Man is Hard to Find" by Flannery O'Connor 

Summary: A family's road trip in the South ends in tragedy when they encounter a criminal known as 

The Misfit.  

Themes: Grace, redemption, and the grotesque in human nature. 

Analysis: O'Connor's use of Southern Gothic elements highlights moral complexities and human 

imperfections. 

3. "Hills Like White Elephants" by Ernest Hemingway 

Summary: A couple discusses an implied abortion while waiting for a train in Spain.  

Themes: Communication, choice, and relationship dynamics.  

Analysis: Hemingway's minimalist dialogue reveals deep underlying tensions and emotions. 

4. "The Story of an Hour" by Kate Chopin 

Summary: Louise Mallard feels a brief sense of freedom after hearing of her husband's death.  

Themes: The constraints of marriage, the quest for freedom, and transient happiness.  

Analysis: Chopin critiques societal norms about marriage and women's roles in the 19th century. 

5. "Cathedral" by Raymond Carver 

Summary: A blind man visits a couple, and the narrator experiences a transformative moment as they 

draw a cathedral together.  

Themes: Perception, isolation, and personal transformation.  

Analysis: Carver's minimalist style and focus on ordinary characters provide insights into human 

connection. 

6. "Young Goodman Brown" by Nathaniel Hawthorne 



Summary: Goodman Brown encounters mysterious and disturbing events in a forest, challenging his 

faith.  

Themes: The nature of evil, loss of innocence, and human duality.  

Analysis: Hawthorne uses symbolism and allegory to explore moral and spiritual struggles. 

7. "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

Summary: Confined by her husband for her "nervous condition," the narrator becomes obsessed with 

the wallpaper and descends into madness.  

Themes: Mental illness, gender roles, and patriarchy's oppression.  

Analysis: Gilman critiques the treatment of women and the lack of autonomy in their lives through the 

narrator's descent into madness. 

These stories are rich with literary elements, providing ample material for analysis and discussion in AP 

English Literature classes. For deeper analysis and complete texts, refer to literary websites or 

anthologies. 

 


